REGILDING THE CRESCENT
acres less congenial than leaning on a staff and
watching flocks. In part, however, it may be
attributed to the discouragement of agriculture
by both natural and artificial obstacles, by
drought and by taxation. The nomadic tribes
are all devoted to the pastoral life, and it is
no small part of Turkey's future prosperity to
induce these wandering hordes to settle on the
land, first removing their dread of the tax
collector, and then offering encouragement by
making it easy for them to acquire small holdings
and helping them to buy agricultural machinery.
A story was told in a companion volume which
illustrates the difficulty which these JBedawin
have in realising the existence of private owner-
ship in land. This is what they have to be
taught, preferably by giving them land for
themselves. The advantage of encouraging
Mohammedan immigrants from Russia and
Roumelia into the sparsely populated districts of
Anatolia has already been alluded to, but it is
not less desirable to keep the homeless wanderers
of Syria and Palestine on the land. This should
be one of the first results of such irrigation
work as, on the expert advice of Sir W.Wilicocks,
the Government may find itself able to carry out
in Mesopotamia.
Two other factors have operated against Asia
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